SILAS   TAYLOR

[Born 1624. Historian. Educated at Westminster School and New
Inn Hall, Oxford. Captain in the Parliamentary Army. Cotnmissaty
for Ammunition under Sir Edward Harley at Dunkirk 1660. He
published The History of the Gavelkind (1663) and left in manuscript a
collection for The History of Herefordshire. He died in 1678.)

HE was a Captaine in the Parliamentary Army, under
Col. Massey. He was a Sequesttator in Herefordshire :
and had in those times great power : which power he
used civilly and obligeingly, that he was beloved by all the
King's party.

He was very musicall, and hath composed many things,
and I have heard Anthemes of his sang before his Majestic, in
his Chapell, and the King told him he liked them* He had a
very fine chamber organ in those un-musicall dayes.

His father left him a pretty good estate, but he bought
Church Lands and had the moeity of the Bishop's palace, at
Hereford, where he leyd out much money in building and alter-
ing. The times turning, he was faine to disgorge all he had
gott, and was ruined, but Sir Paul Neile got for him the Keeper
of the King's Stores at Harwich, worth about 1000 pounds per

an mim.

He was a great lover of Antiquities, and ransackt the MSS.
of the Church of Hereford (there were a great many that lay
uncouth and unkiss).
He had severall MSS. by him of great Antiquity: one thin
4to. of the Philosopher's Stone, in Hieroglyphicks, with some
few Latin verses underneath; the most curiously limned that
ever I sawe. His Majesty offered him 100 pounds for it, but he
would not accept it.
Capt. Tayler searched the Records in the Tower, and
retrived some Privileges that the Borough of Harwich had lost,
for which the Borough ought ever to have his remembrance in
esteeme: and tho' he dyed above 100 pounds in their debt, yet
the Towne lost not by him, for the reason aforesaid.
The History or Collection of this Ancient Borough he pawned
a little before his death to Mr, Baker, the Print-seller by the
Old Exchange, for 4 pounds 155. I acquainted Sir Philip
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